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XXXI. An Account of a nm-difcovered Spe¬ 
cies of the Snipe or Tringa: In a Letter 
to the Rev. Tho. Birch, D. D. F. R. S. 
from Mr. George Edwards, Librarian of 
the College of Pby ftdans. 


Head May 5, 
> 757 * 


I 


S I R, 

Take the liberty to lay before yott 

_ the figure and defcription of a new** 

difcovered fpecies of the fnipe or tringa kind, which was 
lately (hot at Sowerby-bridge in Yorkfhire, and fent 
to me by Mr. Floriil of Worley-dough, near Halli- 
fax in the fame county. If the account, that follows, 
ihall be thought by you deferving to be communi¬ 
cated to the Royal Society, the real bird, which I have 
preferved dry, Ihall be produced at the fame time. 

This bird is like in thape to moft others of the 
tringa or fnipe kind. Its fize is better flhewn by the 
figure lying before you (See Tab. VI.), than by the 
dried bird, which is much flirunk finee the drawing 
of it was made. I chufe, by way of diftindtion, to 
name it the coot-footed tringa, as it differs from 
other birds of that genus no otherwife, than in having 
its toes webbed in the fame particular manner as the 
fulica, or our bald-coot. One of its feet is fhewn. 
in the plate, magnified a little, to make it the better, 
underftood,. in what manner the webs or membranes 
fpreading on both fides of the toes are fcalloped or 
indented at each of the toe-joints. Thefe fcallopings 
are finely pe&inated on their outer edges, as the en¬ 
larged figure expreffes. The hinder toe is fmall, and 

finely 
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finely pe&inated on the under fide. The bill is black, 
and channelled on both fides of the upper mandible ; 
in which channels the noftrils are placed near the fore¬ 
head : it is comprefled fomewhat like a duck’s bill, 
and ridged along its upper part, as a figure of the 
head in the corner of the plate may Ihew. The 
lower head, figured with it, is intended to Ihew the 
bill (which is very narrow) of another fpecies of 
coot-footed tringa, brought from North America, 
and defcribed and figured in my Natural Hiftory of 
Birds, &c. plate 46. The eyes are placed farther 
backward from the bill than in many other forts of 
birds; in which the wifdom of Providence is re¬ 
markable : for birds of this genus commonly feeding 
in foft muddy ground on the banks of rivers or the 
lea, have occafion to thruft their bills deep into the 
Ihores, to extra# worms and infedts; and their eyes 
would be in danger, were they placed more forward. 
The fore part of the head, the neck, bread:, belly, 
thighs, covert-feathers withinfide the wings and un¬ 
der the tail, are white: the top and hinder part of 
the head is black. The lower part of the neck be¬ 
hind, and the back, are of a blueilh alh or Hate- 
colour, with a mixture of blackilh or dulky: the 
upper fides of the wings and tail are of a blackilh or 
dulky colour: the tips of the covert of the wings 
are white j the tips of the middlemoft or Ihorteft of 
the quills are alfo white, and form white tranfverfe 
bars acrofs the wings. Two or three of the middle 
quills are wholly white, and all of them have their 
inner webs white toward their bottoms. It hath 
twelve feathers in the tail; the outermoft of which, 
on each fide, is edged with white. The covert- 
feathers on the rump, or upper fide of the tail, are 
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dulky and white. The legs are bare of feathers 
above the knees (as they are in moft birds, who 
wade in (hallow waters), and of an afh-colour. 

I believe no difcovery of this bird has been made 
till now : and it is very probable there are many 
more fpecies of birds in this ifland, that have hitherto 
efcaped the notice of curious inquirers. Mr. Ray, 
in a book by him publifhed, London, 1674. called, 
A Collection of Englilh Words, &c. with a Cata¬ 
logue of Englifli Birds and Fifhes, &c. after nam¬ 
ing the coot in his catalogue of birds, p. 92. fays, 
“ Mr. Johnfon of Brigna, near Grota-bridge in York- 
* c (hire, (hewed me a bird of the coot kind, fcallop- 
“ toed, not much bigger than a black-bird.” As fo 
little is faid by Mr. Ray, one can hardly determine 
any thing concerning the bird he mentions: and ’tis 
plain he thought this note fcarce worth notice, as he 
hath not preferved it in the Ornithology fmce by him 
publi(hed. Nor can I believe it was the bird now 
before us; for he fays it was not much bigger than a 
black-bird j which implies, that it was fomething 
bigger. And, 00 reading his defcription of the black¬ 
bird, I find he makes it to weigh four ounces j con(e- 
quently it is four times the weight of the bird above 
defcribed by me: for my obliging friend, Mr. Florid, 
who lent me this bird, fays in his letter, that, when 
newly killed, it weighed one ounce. Therefore I 
am inclined to think, that the bird Mr. Ray has fo 
fiightly mentioned, is a bird not as yet fully dif- 
covered. I am, Reverend Sir, 


Your mod humble Servant, 


College of Phyficians, Lond. 
May the 3d, 1757. 
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